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Summary

Recently, many of Japanese have been shocked by the fact that the GDP of
China had exceeded that of Japan, and that China had overtaken Japan as
world’s second-largest economy. This also encourages economic historians of
China to reevaluate “the advancedness” of China, ever before her encounter
with the West. In this paper, the author argues that i) as far as the recent
dynamism of Chinese economy is concerned, scholars tend to lay emphasis
on qualitative changes, rather than quantitative changes. This tendency can
be interpreted in the context of the important shift in current trends of
thoughts in the post-Cold War regime, and in the evolutional development in
quantitative history. 0 ) recent findings in quantitative history are best
culminated in the historical statistics compiled by Angus Maddison including
those of pre-modern China. While Maddison’s statistics has made a great
contribution in incorporating the experiences of China into global economic
history in a measurable way, the reliability of numerical data and calculating
methods such as population, productivity, and conversion rate to PPP are
still opened to question. 0 ) The most important problem is that more and
more scholars have resorted to a conventional essentialism to understand
the economic growth in pre-modern China, in which monotonous

“Institutions” are often referred to as explanatory variables.
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