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Nationalism and the Image of the ‘Isolated Forces in Myanmar and
Thailand’ in Contemporary Taiwanese History

WAKAMATSU, Daisuke

Summary

This paper aims to analyze the image of the ‘Isolated Forces in Myanmar and Thailand’ in contemporary
Taiwanese history, and to discuss the significance of the Myanmar-Thailand area in relation to official
nationalism in Taiwan. In contemporary Taiwanese history these ‘Isolated Forces’ from the Republic of
China of Chiang kai-shek have become a point of focus three or four times. They have held many
different images in Taiwan, including that as a national force, a ‘moral compatriot’, as refugees, as an
overseas Chinese population, and as immigrants. In general, they have been regarded as fellow
countrymen when thinking of ‘us’ in Taiwanese official nationalism. Firstly this paper will ask ‘how the
image of the ‘Isolated Forces’ has changed in Taiwan’, and answer broadly by arguing that the change in
image has corresponded to a transformation of the official policy of ‘us’. Secondly it shows that while
the official policy of ‘us’ describes the ‘Isolated Forces’ as ‘our’ fellow countrymen, there is actually a
small difference between the two. Finally this paper tries to maintain that the Myanmar-Thailand area

has been a ’self that cannot be discarded’ for the official policy of “us’.
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